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HC questions Bihar
hospital’s disability
proof to lIT aspirant

STAFF REPORTER W NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday questioned the
competence of a hospital in
Bihar which issued a disabili-
ty certificate to an II'T aspirant,
seeking admission under dis-
abled category.

The court asked the coun-
sel of the boy who claimed that
he had been denied admission
to IIT-Delhi for having less than
40 percentage of disability,
whether the hospital he got the
certificate from was competent
to test his disability. The court
said this when the IIT D told
the court that its medical board,
constituted for IIT-JEE 2012,
had suggested that the boy, who
movedgtghe court for a direction
for his admission under the dis-
ability quota, did not meet the
requisite criteria of 40 per cent
permanent disability, )

Justice GS Sistani asked the
petitioner’s counsel Ashok
Aggarwal to submit the autho-
tisation letter issued by the State
Government to the Hospital by
the next date of hearing. The ITT-
D in its r?ly to the plea of
17-year-old Amit Kumar, a
native of Bihar said the petitioner
was found with 18 per cent dis-
ability only. Amit sought the
court to direct the ITT to forth-
with consider his candidature for
admission against the physical-

ly handicapped quota and also

" give him admission to a suitable
. college to which he is entitled to.
The medical board of
IIT-JEE 2012, which examined
the petitioner (Kumar) on June
5,2012, found only 18 per cent
permanent disability, The
medical Board concluded that
he did not qualify for the
physical disability quota as
the requirement of having at

least 40 per cent disability was
not met,” the institute said.

Countering the petitioner’s
claim based on the certificate
issued by the Darbhanga
(Bihar) Medical College
Hospital, the IIT said the cer-
tificate was issued in 2005 and
the doctors had also opined that
his condition would improve
after the operation was done, It
was also alleged that the State
Government had not autho-
rised the Darbhanga Hospital to
issue disability certificate under
the Disability Act.

AMIT SOUGHT

THE COURT

TO DIRECT THE IIT TO
FORTHWITH CONSIDER
HIS CANDIDATURE FOR
ADMISSION AGAINST
THE PHYSICALLY
HANDICAPPED QUOTA .

Kumar, in his petition, said
the IIT has rejected his candi-
dature and alleged the proce-
dure (of medical test) adopted
by IIT, Delhi, is absolutely ille-
gal, unjustified and unwar-
ranted inasmuch as the peti-
tioner was already having a
valid certificate certifying that
he is suffering from 40 percent
disability. Kumar claimed he
had secured 74 per cent in 12th
Class CBSE examination and
was eligible for admission in
the IIT. The candidate had
appeared in Joint Entrance
Examination, IIT-JEE 2012.

Kumar claimed he was
handicapped since birth due to
stiffness in knee and hip joints
and had also been suffering
from multiple exostoses (for-
mation of a new bones on the
surface of existing ones).
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‘Disabled’ IIT aspirant asked to prove
competence of certifying hospital

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court on
Monday asked a physically chal-
lenged candidate chosen for admis-
sion to IIT-Delhi under the
physically challenged reservation
quota to submit the Bihar Govern-
ment notification declaring the
Darbhanga Medical College & Hos-
pital in the State a competent au-
thority to issue a disability
certificate,

The hospital had certified the can-
didate from Bihar, Amit Kumar, 40
per cent disabled, making him eligi-
ble to avail of the quota for admis-
sion to the institution.

However, he was denied admis-
sion by IIT-Delhi when a medical
board constituted by it declared him
unfit to avail of the benefit.

Justice G. S. Sistani passed the di-
rection when IIT-Delhi, in its reply
to a petition by the candidate chal-

Ienging the denial of admission to
him, said that the said hospital was
not a competent authority to issue
the certificate. The candidate chal-
lenged the ‘denial of admission to
him after the medical board declared
him less than 40 per cent disabled
which is mandatory to be eligible for
admission to IITs under the quota
for the physically challenged stu-
dents. IIT-Delhi in its reply said,
among other things, that the Darb-
hanga Medical College was not a
competent authority to issue the
certificate and also the certificate
was not issued in a proper format.
The Institute also urged the Court
to dismiss the petition as the pet-
itioner could not challenge the de-
nial of admission after having agreed
to subject himself to the medical
board for examination of the extent
of disability to him at the time of
filling the form as this particular in-
formation was available in the

brochure. ,

According to the petition, Amit
was ranked 113th in the merit list of
this year’s IIT-JEE under the reser-
vation quota for the physically chal-
lenged. He was then directed to
HT-Delhi for pre-admission formal-
ities, the petition said.

The petitioner submitted that he
was called for amedical examination
by IIT-Delhi to check his disability
claim when he went there for admis-
sion. The medical board which con-
ducted the test on him said that he
was not 40 per cent orthopaedically-
handicapped which is mandatory to
claim the benefit under the reserva-
tion quota, the petition stated.

Following the test report, IIT-Del-
hi refused him admission saying that
he was not a physically challenged
candidate under the Persons with
Disabilities (Equal Opportunities,
Protection of Rights & Full Partici-
pation) Act, 1995,
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I1IT-D defends decision

on denial of admission

IIT-DELHI told the high court on Monday that a boy,
who has filed a plea against the institute after bein%
denied admission under the disability quota, did no
meet the requisite 40 per cent disability criterion,

The institute, in a reply filed before Justice Q.5. Sis-
tani, said 17-year-old Amit Kumar was found to have 18
per cent disability in the examination conducted by the
medical board constituted for the entrance exam.

“The medical board concluded that he {(Amit) did not
qualify for the physical disability quota as the require-

ment of having at least 40 per cent disability was net
met,” the institute said.

Amit Kumar, a native of Bihar, had moved the High
Court claiming that his certificate from Darbhanga
Medical College and Hospital asserted his qualification
under the disability quota. Muail Today

Page 3 of 14



Student not disabled enough: IIT

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The IIT Delhi
on Monday told the Delhi
High Court that its medical
board, constituted for 11T-
JEE 2012, had suggested that
the boy, who moved the court
for a direction for his admis-
sion under the disability
quota, did not meet the req-
uisite criteria of 40 per cent
permanent disability.

Filing its reply before Jus-
tice G S Sistani on the plea of
17-year-old Amit Kumar, a
native of Bihar, the IIT said
the petitioner was found with
18 per cent disability.

“The medical board of IIT-
JEE 2012, which examined
the petitioner{Kumar) on 5
June, 2012, found only 18 per
cent permanent disability.

‘The medical Board con-
cluded that he did not qual-
ify for the physical disability
quota as the requirement of
having at least 40 percent dis-
ability was not met; the insti-
tute said.

Countering the petition-

er's claim based on the certifi-
cate issued by the Darbhanga
(Bihar) Medical College Hos-
pital, the IIT said the certifi-
cate was issued in 2005 and
the doctors had also opined
that his condition would
improve after the operation

Deccan Herald ND 03/07/2012 p-2

was done, It was also alleged
that the state government
had not authorised the Darb-
hanga Hospital to issue dis-
ability certificate under the
Disability Act.

The court asked the
petitioner's counsel Ashok
Aggarwal to submit the
authorisation letter issued by
the state government to the
Hospital by the next date of
hearing.

Kumar, in his petition,
said the IIT has rejected his
candidature and alleged the
procedure (of medical test)
adopted by IIT, Delhi, is abso-
lutely illegal, unjustified and
unwarranted inasmuch as the
petitioner was already having
a valid certificate certifying
that he is suffering from 40
percent disability.

lIT-D defends refusal to admit ‘disabled’ boy

NEW DELHI, PTI: The Indian
Institute of Technology, Delhi,
on Monday told the Delhi High
Court that its medical board,

constituted for IIT-JEE 2012,
had suggested that a boy, who
moved court for a direction for
his admission under the disabil-
ity quota, did not meet the req-

uisite criteria of 40 per cent
permanent disability.

Filing its reply before Justice
G S Sistani on the plea of 17-
year-old Amit Kumar, a native
of Bihar, the IIT counsel said
the petitioner was found with
18 per cent disability.

“The medical board of IIT-

JEE 2012, which examined Ku-
mar on June 5, 2012, found
only 18 per cent permanent dis-
ability. The board concluded
that he did not qualify for the
physical disability quota as the
requirement of having at least
40 per cent disability was not
met,” the institute said.

Countering the petitioner’s
claim based on a certificate is-
sued by Darbhanga Medical
College Hospital, IIT said the
certificate was issued in 2005
and the doctors had also
opined that his condition would
improve after the operation
was done,
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HRD MINISTRY
NOD TO SET UP
J MORE IITS

HT Correspondent

& letters®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In a bid to address
the challenges faced by the IT
industry the HRD ministry has
sanctioned the setting up of 3
new Indian Institutes of
Technology (ITTs) on public pri-
vate partnership model (PPP).
It is expected that shortly three
more states may also be get to
open an IIT each under the
scheme.

The ultimate objective is to
establish 20 such premier tech-
nology institutes on PPP model,

The major objective in estab-
lishing the IITs is to set up a
model of education, which can
produce best-in-class human
resources in IT and harnessing
the multi-dimensional facets of
IT in various domains, sources
in the HRD ministry said.

The I'T's will be jointly set up
by the HRD ministry, respec-
tive state governments and the
IT industry.

"The project i3 targeted to
be completed in a phased man-
ner. Each IIT will meet its entire
operating expenditure on its
own within 5 years of com-
mencement out of students'
fees, research and other inter-
nal accruals,"sources added.
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Compromise Formula
For IIT Admissions

May Get Tweaked

Faculty doubt top-20
percentile cutoff and
shortlisting 1.5 lakh
students criteria

URMIA GOSWAMI

NEW DELH{

The compromise formula for ad-
missions to IITs may be in for
some more tweaking. There is
some concern among the IIT fac-
ulty about limiting admission to
only those students who score in
the top-20 percentile of each
board, and the administering a
subjective entrance test to 1.5
lakh students,

Sources said that while there is
an in-principle acceptance of
the admission formula worked
out -by the Joint Admission
Board and accepted by the IIT
Council last week, some con-
cernsstill persist. “Formost, it’s
the proposal worked out by the
Council is acceptable, however
it islikely that there will be a de-
bate on the 20 percentile cutoff
and shortlisting of 1.5 lakh stu-
dents,” aseniorIIT faculty mem-
ber said. Oncetheminiitesof the
IIT Council meeting are issues,
and the compromise formula
will be discussed in the Senates
of eachof theIlTs.

Theformula agreed toat the IIT
Council meeting on June 27 is a
two-step process for admissions
to IITs. All students seeking ad-
missiontothe ITswillhavetoap-
pearfor the JEE Main. Thisisan
all India entrance test for admis-
sionto all centrally-funded insti-
tutions, including the IITs, NITs,
and I1IT's.

Only the top 1.5 lakh students,
across all categories, in the JEE
Main will beeligibleto appear for
the JEE Advanced. Admissionto
the IITs will be based on the cate-
gory wise—general, OBC, SCand
ST-—ranking of performance in
the- JEE Advanced.. Students
shorlisted on the basis of per-
formance in the JEE Advanced
must be among the top 20 percen-
tile in the applicable category-

'—general, OBC, 8C and ST—in-

theirrespective Board.

The general feeling is that 20
percentile cutoff for admission
is a little too “stiff”. There is a
suggestionthatthisrequirement
berelaxed abit more, toallow sty-
dents in thetop 30 percentiletobe
considered as well. Or failing
which that a more liberal cut off
could be agreed for 2013, as there
is little time left and students
should not be disadvantaged on
account of a change in system.
How far this relaxation would be
permitted is not clear In the
course of the two and half years
discussion on changing the ad-
mission system to give board ex-
amination results greater role in

~the selection process, some mem-

bers of the IIT Council had sug-
gested ralsing the eligibility cut-
off from 60 per cent to 80 per cent.
This would corre-

| spond somewhat to
F) the 20 percentile el-

l, igibility require-

AL 24 ment.

) [ ’;‘n%‘n Theotherconcern

Withmost - relates to shortlist-

iTs ing 1.5 lakh stu-

preferringa  dents to dppear for
subjective the JEE Advanced,
entrance, This is tHe crucial
thereare test for admission
doubtsabout i, [1T5, Four of the

havingsuch  1re polhi  Kan. -

atestfor
1.5 lakh pur, Bombay and

Roorkee—would
students like the advanced
test to be a paper and pencil sub-
jective test, while IIT Madras
wants a machine readable sub-
jective test.

With the majority of the ITs
preferring a subjective entrance
test, there are apprehensions
about administering such a test
for 1.5 lakh students, especially
as the IIT will finally admit a lit-
tieunder 10,000 students.

These issues are expected to
dominate the Senate meetings
when it ineets to consider the de-
tails of the compromise formula.
The faculty is clear that it wants

nho more uncertainty for stu-

dents, will therefore not hold up
the process, however it would
like some minor changes to ad-
dresstheirconcerns.

urmi.goswaml@timesgroup.com
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Panel ignored experts’ concerns on II'T admission reforms

U{EXCLUSIVE

Charu Sudan Kasturl

= charu kasturi@hindustantimes.com

NEW BELHI: Indian Statistical
Institute (ISD), Caleutta, experts
had cautioned against eompar-
ing Class 12 exam performanc-
es across different boards for
admissions to the Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs)
and other engineering schools
— but their concerns were
ignored.

The IS experts, asked by the
human resource development
(HRD) ministry panel that
devised the government’s admis-

sions reform plan, concluded
thiat scores of students across
different schools boards could
not be compared.

Told then by the government
panel headed by science secre-
tary T Ramasami to tell them
the best way to compare scores
across Boards, the experts —
Probal Chaudharl and Debasis
Sengupta — submitted revised
recommendations, the ISI pro-
fessors told HT. But these rec-
ommendations - for a broader
study — were also ignored, doc-
uments with HT show.

The government and the IT'T
Council — the apex decision-
making body of the IITs — have
maintained in public that the

Business Standard ND 03/07/2012

« Indian Statisticaf
Institute experts caution
against comparing class
X1 exam performances
across different boards

* They concluded “lack of
comparability of scores
from different boards
across the country”

IS1 expeJts had approved their
plan to compare scores across
different boards. Asked on
Monday about the experts' rec-
ommendations the government
ignored, Ramasami, currently

» The experts’ revised
report in 2011 suggested
percentile ranks as best
way to compare scores

= Byt they recommended
that their analysis be car-
rled out for all of India’s
29 school boards, overa
longer period of time.

in Germany, argued that the
suggestions were not binding.
“We are clear that what we
have done is fine,” Ramasami
said. “We don't have to accept
what the experts recommend-

P-12

ed. What they say doesn’t
become law”

Over 10 lakh students appear
for engineering entrance tests
each year. The new admission
criteria require students to
score amonyg the top 20 per-
centile in their board to be eli-
gible for IIT admissions. Board
percentile scores will receive 50
percent weightage in selections
to National Institutes of
Technelogy and other schools
that join the HRD ministry’s
CET from 2013,

The experts were provided
Class 12 scores from the Central
Board of Secondary Education,
the Indian Certificate of
Secondary Education and the
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West Bengal and Tamil Nadu
boards. Based on a statistical
analysis, they concluded a “lack
of comparability of scores from
different boards in India” for
individual subjects, and so for
aggregate scores.

“We were told not to worry
whether scores could be com#
pared or not, but to only pro-
vide the best way to compare
them,” Sengupta said.

The experts’ revised report,
submitted in November 2011,
suggested percentile ranks as
the best way to compare scores:.
But they recommended that
their analysis be carried out for
a longer period of time before
using board scores. It wasn’t.
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Asking the right question

%4 he human resource de-
*{ velopment ministry has
4 reached a compromise
w1th the Indian Institutes of
Technology (I1Ts) over reforms
to entrance exam procedures,
I3Ts will only allow students
who finish in the top 20% of any
school board to participate in a
two-stage entrance examination
process. The ministry has appar-
ently acquiesced, convinced that
students will no longer ignore
school education and merely fo-
cus on entrance exam coaching,

Nav Bharat Times ND 03-Jul-12

There are two hurdles left.
First, individual IIT senates
should approve the measure.
Then, a clutch of other central
engineering colleges have to
agree to the concept. All this
takes time.

If the idea is to improve
student participation in school
curricula and reduce the
nation’s entrance exam fetish,
then the initiatives are
somewhat pointless. This is
because it ignores something
very basic: students’ incentives.

The ministry is obsessed with
asking the wrong question.
Namely: “What is a student’s
incentive to do well in schaol?”
The ministry has decided that
because entrance exams alone
determine admission into
institutions such as IITs, there
simply isn’t enough incentive to
focus on schoot work.

So let’s put a hurdle in their
way that forces them to work.

This is the wrong question
and quite possibly the wrong
solution. The right question s

perhaps: “What is a student’s
incentive for any kind of
education at ali?”

For the vast majority of
students, that incentive is job
acquisition. And many, possibly
the majority of them, go to IITs,
NITs and IIMs not because
these institutions teach well, but
because they are social signifiers
and gatekeepers to excellent

and research at most of these
institutions. Or the under-
whelming quality of many
graduates. Nobody cares as long
as the there is 95% placement
and high average salaries.

The ministry can keep
erecting stumbling blocks. And
students will keep getting better
at overcoming them. But it
won't make them study better in

careers, Professors at many of
the institutions will tell you
that student participation in

academics drops precipitously

after campus placements,
This is also why little
discussion takes place about

the poor quality of teaching

P8

school. There is simply no
incentive in the current
job-oriented education system.

How can student participa-
. tion in school curricula be
improved? Tell us at
views@livemint.com
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New GATEway for
Coaching Institutes

P&

Training firms geaf up to cash in on the opportunity as no. of GATE applicants goes up

Growth Course

E .%

ES-TIMATED SIZE ESTIMATED SIZE
of the GATE "7 of the market In
coaching market - thiree years

150

. The number of GATE applicants * = o
has risen four times over the .

€360cr .

- past five years (lakh)

*100% jump in 2009-2010 is due to 2009 slowdown.
More graduates opted for a masters as placements

were hit. Also, in 2010, both third and final-year
students were ellgible for entrance, GATE score was
valid for two years In 2010 versus one year in 2005

™ Rise In 2011 and 2012 attributed to PSY offers, rise
In no. of engineering colleges and more graduates
graduating from these colleges T

"TAPPING THE OPPORTUNITY L

COACHING INSTITUTE GATE Forum,
has centres In 50 citles and claims
to have grown at a CAGR of

102% over the past four years

' CL EDUCAYE will launch GATE = . .
- Aspire coaching classes in Delhi & -

will broadcast them via Internet -
to 30 engg colleges in Avgust [ _

TIME LAUNCHED online coaching = .
programmes in a bid to expand :
geographical reach last year. GATE
Forum launched live internet

classes called eGATE in February

T AMRIT

ANUMEHA CHATURVEDI
NEW DELHI

venas the controversy surround-
ing the JEE exam refuses to die
down, interest in its big brother;
GATE, or the graduate aptitude test
in engineering, Is steadily increas-
ing. GATE is the qualifying exam for
MTech and ME (Masters in Engineer-
ing) for IITs, HSC-Bangalore and 750
government and private engineering
colleges. It's the second biggest techii-
ca] exam in India after ATEEE, in terms
of number of applicants. Around 6.8
lakh candidates applied for an estimat-
ed 50,000 seats this year. Coaching insti-
tutesaretakingnote.

“We expect the numnber of applicants
for GATE to go up to 7.58 lakh next
year,” says Aditya Reddy, co-founderand
director of coaching institute GATE Fo.
rum. GATE Forum was launched in 2005
by Reddy, a graduate in mechanical en-
gineering and a post graduate diploma
holder from IIM Calcutta and his
friends Abhijit Chaudhari, Chandan
Kumar Jha and Jitendra Sinha, GATE
Forum has centres in 50 cities across In-
dia and Reddy says it has grown at a
CAGR of 102% over the past four years.
“Wereported revenuesof €18 crore infi-
hancial year 2012, and are targeting a
growthof 65% thisyear,” he adds.

According to Arvind Singhal, chair-
man of Technopak Advisors, the GATE
exam translates Into an excellent oppor-
tunity for coaching institutes. “The de-
'mand s significantly higher than the
numberof seats in theexam. Thereisan
acute shortage of good quality seats at
the undergraduate level,” he says. A lot
of graduates from tier-l and tier-II in-
stitutes aspirefor amasters programme
inthe hopeof learningmoreand for get-
ting better placements and opt for
coachingfor the exam, Singhal says.

Publicsector undertakingslike NTPC,
10C, and BHEL have started recruiting
candidates based on the GATE score
over the past two years and that has con-
tributed significantly to the rise in de-
mand. “Due to the slowdown, a lot of
Jow-rung MBA colleges were unable to
provide placements, so engineering
graduates consider a masters in engi-
neering ora PSU offer as safe bets,” says
Gautam Puri, vice chairman and co-
founder CL Educate. ’

CL Educate forayed into GATE coach-
ing with GATE Aspire late last year The
company has two GATE Aspire centres
in Bangalore and Delhi. The centre in

Delhi will hold classes for students in
Delhi and surrounding areas from An-
gust and will also broadcast these lec-
turesthrough Internet to around 30engi-
neering colleges in  Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand, Western UB and Haryana.

“Our primary aim is to target colleges
that lack good faculty and arenot easily
accessible,” says Puri, He says the
coaching would be especially helpful for
students in such areas as they usually
dropayearor take a break of 6-8months
and move to a bigger city to prepare for
the exam. *Around 70-75% of the GATE
coaching market is untapped and we
sense significant opportunities in this
space,” headds.

Till last year, both third year and final-
yearengineeringstudents wereeligible
for the exam, but the eligibility criteria
forthe examwasrestrictedtofinal-year
engineering students from this year.
However, that has not dampéned de-
mand. The exam, held in February ev-
ery year, is conducted by IISC-Banga-

lore or one of the seven
— IITs, and has 21 differ-
7.5-8 lakh ent papers based onthe
applicants differentstreamsof en-
areexpected  gineering.
totake the TIME launched its
exam next coaching programme
Year versus for GATE in September
68lakhwho 2010, and offers class-
appledforan room coaching for elec-
estimated tronics, electrical, com-
50,000seats  puters and mechanical
this year streams in 25 centres

like Hyderabad, Banga-
lore, Jaipur and Trichy. “We are keenly
looking to service students from other
areas,” says Prudhvi Reddy, course di-
rector, GATE, at TIME, TIME launched
anonline GATE series last year.

In a bid to expand their geographical
reach, Gate Forum also launched live
Internet classes, called eGATE in Feb-
ruary this year. “These are interactive
online classes facilitating a two-way in-
teraction between the faculty and the
students. These are meant for regions
where we are not present physically”
says Reddy

Hyderabad-based ACE Engineering
Academy alsoforayed into the North by
launching a coaching centre in Delhi
around nine months back. The coach-
ing institute has centres in Hyderabad

and Vijaywada and around 25,000 stu- -

dents are enrolled for GATE coaching
at its flagship centre in Hyderabad.

anumeha.chaturvedi@timesgroup.com
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II -A Tels Faculty to Research its Way to Glory

 Institute, ranked 6th in India in publishing papers, says research to decide appraisals

PARAGDAVE
AHMEDABAD
heIndian Institute of Manage-
l ment, Ahmedabad, hasdirected
all its professors tospend as
much time onresearch as they do
. teaching. TheIIM-A's board of gover-
nors hasalsoput in place anew per-
formance measurement system in
whichresearch will be given as much
weightage asteaching in the annual
appraisals of itsfaculty.

“Research has becomeour main fo-
cusnow,” Ajay Pandey, dean (faculty)
atIIM-A told ET. “When the institute
was set up (in1961), India was 11o-

“salaM  wherein the global academic commu-

nity. Alse, nobody in the world was in-
terested in India. The situationhas
changed. We now work with global or-
ganisationsthat have huge interestin
Indian issues.”

AnlIIM-A faculty is alsoallowed to
spend 53days in a year for advisory
and consulting work, which generates
revenues for the institute, Thenew
normsonresearch donot alterthe
time allotted for consulting. Earlier,
research and related activities were
cotisidered only for promotions or for
conhfirming teachers on probation.

Faculty members willnowneed to
domoreresearch and get their work
published in various journals, domes-
tic as well as international. “If any re-

search work is published inatopin-
ternationaljournal, the faculty
member would gethigher credits. Ifa
faculty member exceeds expecta-
tions, he will get higher credits. ..this
willhelpthem intheir career,” Pan-

- deyadded, -

[IM-A hastofocus onresearch if it
wants to be oneof the world's top five
institutes, said Nayan Parikh, presi-
dent of IIM-A Alumni Association
(Ahmedabad Chapter). “Research
willalso increase industry interface.”

IIM-Ahmedabad PGPX wasranked
11thoverall in the Financial Times,
London, Global MBA Rankings 2012.

Research worlc IsIimportant»» 3

[IMs Step up Emphasis on Research Work

»» From Page 1
MM-Ahmedabad, However,
ranked 94 out of 100 B-schools
when it came to research rank-
ing.Theresearchrankisbased on
the number of articles published
by schools’ full-time faculty in 45
internationally recognised aca-
demie and practitioner journals.
A study by London Business
School’s ‘Aditya Birla India Cen-
tre’ professors Nirmalya Kumar
, and Phanish Puranam in 2011
stiggests that IIM-A was ranked
sixth in India, lowér than ISB-
Hyderabad, IOM-Calcutta and

IIM-Bangalore, inpublishing re-
search papers between 1990-2009.
The study was based on research
by Indian B-schools published in
FT top40journals.

“Any institute requires intense
research work to maintain and
Improve its position in teaching,
in the academic field or in socie-
ty,” Pandey said. “It is expected
by all the sections that faculty at
top institutes do good research.
Research also helps faculty in
teaching with depth in the class-
room,” he added.

IiM-Bangalore and IIM-Calcut-
ta have already stepped up em-

phasis on research. The former
gave approximately 50% empha-
sistoresearchinfacultyapprais-
als last year and the latter has al-
lowed faculty to do more
research and less teaching if
theysodesire, .

M- Afaculty members publish-
ed 19 bocks, six monographs, 57
Journalarticles, 25 book chapters
and 103 articles in periodicals
and daflies in2010-11. The faculty
also wrote 140 cases during the
vear for use In various courses,
The faculty, research staff and
doctoral students of the institute
also wrote 47 working papers,

presented 159 papers and gave 121

lectures at various conferences

and geminars. The institute is
still compiling the data of re-
search work for the year 2011-12.

“IIM-A has always encouraged
research. However, focus on re-
search inacademicculture of In¢
dia and Asia has been inade-
quate for decades. There was a
significant improvement In fo-
cus on research in the past dec-
ade,” said Bakul Dholakia, for-
mer IIM-A director.

The new norms have theirroots
in the institute’s archives. A pa-
per written during the tenure of

IM-A's first full-time director Ra-
viMatthai(inthe'60s)had named
teaching and research as the cri-
teriafor assessingthefaculty
There s one problem though.-
While the number of students in
the institute has almost doubled
in the past few years the number
of faculty has not increased.
“JIM-A needs to double its facul-
ty strength to realise lts
dreams,” Parikh said. IIM-A has
around 85 faculty members and
has been trying to increase it to
120 for the past few years, .

parag.dave@timesgroup.com
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Scientists find God, almost

Assoclated Press

u (etters@hindustantimes.com

GENEVA: Has the God Particle
been found? The world will
probably know by Wednesday.
Scientists working at the
European Organisation for
Nuclear Research, or CERN,
claim they have gathered
enough evidence to show that
the long-sought God Particle,
answering kay questions about
the creation of the universe,
almost certainly does exist.
CERN'’s atom smasher, the

$10 billion Large Hadron -

Collider, has been creat-
ing high-energy colli-
sions of protons to
help the scientists
understand the
creation of the uni-
verse billions of years
ago, which many
theorise occurred ¢4
because of a mas-
sive explosion known as
the Big Bang.

Senior CERN scientists say
that the two independent teamns
of physicists, who plan to pres-

o ol

JAYANTO

ent their work at CERN's
complex on the Swiss-
French border on July
4, are about as close
asyoucangettoa
discovery without
actually calling it
one.

“We've discovered
something which is
consistent with being
a Higgs Boson (God
Particle),” British physicist John
Ellis, who has worked at CERN
since the 1970s, told The
Associated Press.
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